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the art of luxury travel @ WILLIAM TOMICKI

raveler Overseas normally focuses on travel outside the U.S. But
Steven Striker, the ultimate Las Vegas insider, is an exception.
After all, Vegas is quite international, with its own Eiffel Tower
and Monte Carlo. Best known simply as “Striker,” the owner
of Striker VIP, Inc. is a valuable connection larger than life,
dressed in bespoke suits, who speaks softly but carries a
Rolodex of connections that will open any door in Vegas. For
the tickets to the hottest show, a table at an impossible-to-get-into
restaurant, front-of-the-line treatment at the best club, or just a mag-
num of rare Bordeaux, Striker’s your man. Check out www.strik-
ervip.com or call 702-895-8426. Striker carries three cell phones (and a
pocket full of Cohibas); one cell number is 702-204-9392. We are
proud to name him our “Man of Influence in Las Vegas. Mention our
name, of course. In future issues, we'll be telling you about our influ-
ential contacts in Panama, Brazil, and the Dominican Republic.

ox & King offers a Mt. Everest & Nepal private four-day, three-night tour that includes a two-
hour roundtrip helicopter flight to Mt. Everest, the highest peak in the Himalayan Mountain
Range at 29,035 feet. Accompanied by expert Mt. Everest summiteers, the tour group passes close
to the face of the snow-covered Himalayas, landing at the remote Tengboche Monastery. Two
days of the trip are devoted to touring the beautiful Kathmandu Valley, and the tour includes
Durbar Square, the ancient temple complex of Bodinath; and the medieval town of Bhaktapur,
where artisans practice their native crafts. Guests dine at local Nepalese spots such as
Rumdoodles, a restaurant well-known to mountaineers. Dwarika's Hotel, a deluxe, historic hotel in
Kathmandu recently featured in the book Hip Hotels: Orient, is home base for the three nights. Cox &
Kings uses French-manufactured Ecureuil helicopters for its Nepal journeys. This excursion may be eas-
ily added to a longer Cox & Kings Travel Journey to India or Bhutan. www.coxandkings.com,

ondon musts: lunch or dinner at Butler’s in the Chesterfield
Hotel is more like dining at your richest friend’s Mayfair town-
house, with wonderful wines, perfect service, and carefully
cooked cuisine including some great classic English dishes. The
Conservatory Restaurant at The Chesterfield is ideal for a
light lunch or supper, with stunning views of the garden and
fountain creating a wonderful al fresco atmosphere. Chesterfield
] Hotel, 35 Charles, Street, Mayfair, London, +44 020 7491 2622. One of
/‘ London’s best-kept secrets, hidden away amid the bustle of
Bloomsbury, is the glorious Bedford Estate Gardens, home to the
private sculpture garden of a prestigious gallery based just off Berkeley
Square. The pieces displayed range from small intimate studies to the
truly monumental, with new additions frequently added to the collection. The luxe Montague repre-
sents superb value with fabled Red Carnation service under the seamless direction of affable general
manager Dirk Crokaert. www.montaguehotel.com, 15 Montague Street, Bloomsbury, +44 0207 637 1001.
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